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Digital Media Tools for Rotarians
Russell Pearson was our presenter last Monday evening. He is a Director and the Founder of
Crimson Fox Creative Studios which is a brand design and marketing agency. Crimson Fox aims
to help clients capture and keep their ideal customers in a competitive business environment. In
the industry Russell is known as the Brand Design Guy. He is also an author, blogger, and is
currently the Victorian President of the National Speakers Association of Australia.
Russell spoke to us specifically about the digital
marketing world, with the aim of demystifying and
simplifying Digital Media Tools for Rotarians. His
presentation was certainly a much more positive
topic for us to handle than the previous week when
we heard about the unsettling subject of Fourth
Generation Warfare.
Initially Russell discussed the options available for
brand and marketing in the digital space. He quoted
some amazing statistics about the number of
Facebook users - 1.6 billion active users, which
represents over 20% of people in the world! Club
members were encouraged to hear that Facebook is
an ideal avenue for attracting people to Rotary and
to creating a digital community - our Club has an
active Facebook page and more of our members
should participate in that digital community.
Russell explained the multiplier effect of these
digital communities. As an example he spoke of
Russell Pearson
crowd-funding and crowd-sourcing which he said
were good avenues for Rotary Clubs to pursue.
Russell referred us to a rotary.org article entitled How Rotary Ideas is Changing the Landscape
of Crowdsourcing, which is about crowd-sourcing of eyeglasses for children in the Philippines.
Russell concluded by saying that Rotary Clubs and Club members need to embrace digital
technology. We have a ‘Brand’ and we need to promote that brand in a positive manner through
digital media. Our Rotary Club of Canterbury has a digital identity on Facebook, on twitter and
through our web site - so start using these digital resources and post your comments and your
’likes’ because this does have the effect of multiplying our Rotary message.

President’s Message
Last Monday night we had a very interesting talk on Branding by Russell Pearson of Crimson
Fox Creative Studios. One of the points that that he made which stuck in my mind was that
nearly 25% of the world’s population are regular users of Facebook. Russell also pointed out that
Australia’s usage would be higher due to our propensity to embrace technology.

Monday August 1
Monday August 8
Monday August 15
Monday August 22
Monday August 29

Speaker and Activities Program

Speaker: David Hume, “Life in the Blind Lane”, Chair: David Chudasko
Speaker: Jeremy Scott, “The Long Road from a Broken Heart”, Chair: Ander Pederson
Speaker: Glenn Calder, “Share Investing Options”, Chair: John Richards
Social Gathering at the Chudasko’s
Speaker: Marcus Farley, “Travel Options”, Chair: John McCaskill

Sunday Market 7am – 1pm

July 31 - Steve Wylie, Sue Clifford, Dean Barnett
August 7 - Brett Riley, Helen Hartnett, Peter May
August 14 - Edward Gwee, Malcolm Short, Alan Stevens
Contact Tony Simpson for all roster changes and requests, Home 9417 3995, Mob 0488 380 899
Please be on time as if you are late, our Club pays $50 penalty for each half hour or part thereof.
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President’s Message - Continued
Russell’s message was clear that if businesses and Rotary want to get their message out, then we need to engage with Facebook.
Now I have to admit that I am a recent user of Facebook and have tended to ignore most things that are forwarded to me through
this and other social media. As a result of Russell’s comment, I went looking to see what our Club is currently doing on social
media. Club members should be aware of our ‘in-house’ Yammer social media. To my surprise, and with a degree of unjustified
personal pride, I found that our Club is also quite active on Facebook and on Twitter. Club events, including pictures of myself,
were included on the Club’s social media outlets. Now these observations led to the obvious question as to who is doing all this
work behind the scenes as I’m sure that they just don’t appear by magic. The answer is Peter May and Max Holland and all those
that post, like, comment and share on social media. Thanks guys for doing this. It is much appreciated by the Club.
Now many of you are already more aware of our social media engagement that I. For those of you that are in my category of
ignorance, our involvement in social media is very easy to find. Just go to the Club’s email from which you can download the
Bulletin and just below the Important Links section, you find icons to our social media sites and other items of interest. Just click
on the icons and follow the prompts and you will be amazed at what you find. You can also click on the links on the first page of
this Bulletin, that is you can use either the links under the heading or the icon links on the left side.

…. for the joy in doing good for others

While I was examining the Club’s most recent email giving a link to our Club Bulletin, I discovered the profound Thought for the
Week which was L ife is like a roll of toilet paper, the closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes. Having just tur ned seventy
and had four visits to hospital in the past month, this thought, while absolutely true, left me uncomfortably pondering the future.
One aspect of being President of the Club is that you receive vast amounts of well prepared information about what is happening in
the Rotary World. One brochure that I have recently seen is a card that highlighted a statement by Arch C Klumph to the effect
that, W e should not live for ourselves alone, but for the joy in doing good for others. You may remember from my last President’s
Message that Arch Klumph was the Rotarian who founded the Rotary Foundation. The brochure was designed to encourage
Rotarians to think of ways in which the 100th birthday of the Rotary Foundation could be celebrated this Rotary year and how
some wider public engagement could result from it.
My objective in raising Arch Klumph’s comment was to highlight the last phrase, …. for the joy in doing good for others. I have
always felt that the one thing that I have found in my time in Rotary is that you get more out of it than you put in. The joy
experienced is really derived from volunteering your skills and services to Rotary projects. By combining your contributions with
those of your Rotarian colleagues, you experience outcomes that are far greater than the sum of the contributions. For example, to
see the joy on the faces of children and adults in our Philippines missions after the bandages are removed from the eyes of people
who have been blind or turning on a hearing aid for child who was deaf, has been a great privilege for me. I was out to dinner last
night with one of our Friends of Rotary. He volunteers for our Club twice a week looking after the swimming classes of students at
Glenallen School for disabled children. In discussing his volunteering, he indicated that he really enjoys his time doing this work.
My point in raising this is to encourage you all to get engaged this year by volunteering in our many and varied projects. The joy
that you will experience in doing this will far outweigh any inconvenience that you may experience in doing it. Please see me if
you would like to contribute more to our Club in some way.

Our Rotary Youth Exchange Student

Last Monday, Philippine Marabita, our Rotary Youth Exchange Student
from France attended the meeting of the Rotary Club of Richmond. Our
Clubs are jointly funding her stay in Australia with the Richmond Club
arranging for the host families. We look forward to meeting Philippine at
a future meeting of our Club.
Doug
Philippine Marabita with Geneieve Cox and
Jess Widdop from Melbourne Girls College and
Federico Vida from Varese near Milan, Italy.

The Next Speaker - David Hume
For most people eyesight is a necessity for a successful life. Yet David Hume has travelled the world,
competed in 2 Sydney to Hobart Yacht Races and had a highly successful career in executive search and
recruitment despite being totally blind. To David, life in the blind lane has meant living dreams and
realising visions.
After 9 years at a boarding school for blind and low vision children saw him emerge fiercely independent,
competitive and with self knowledge that horrific bullying from older boys can be faced down. Education
and employment opportunities for blind people were at a premium. In similar vein, family and society also
had low expectations of people with disabilities and the future seemed bleak.
During an eventful and sometimes controversial life, David has come to appreciate the power of mind sight
as a significant influence in our lives. Foresight, insight and hindsight are indelibly linked to our dreams
and visions of what we want, why we want it and how we can achieve our objectives.

