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Sunday August 20
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“My Journey in Australian TV Production”
Michael Whyte is a consultant television producer, who among other things has continued for
many years as Production Consultant to Eddie Maguire on his game show roles, including
Eddie’s current hosting of Millionaire Hot Seat. Michael was accompanied by his wife Tara who
also undertakes various roles on Millionaire Hot Seat.
Michael has had a long and illustrious career
serving as Producer, Executive Producer and
Executive in Charge of Production of many great
game shows, including The Price is Right, Who
Wants To Be A Millionaire, The X Factor,
Blankety Blanks, Sale of the Century and
Temptation. He told us how he got his first job at
Channel 9 in 1973 working as a mailboy - he
simply kept turning up and talking to people until
he was employed. He then worked his way up
through the system to cameras and eventually floor
managing and production work. These were mostly
tonight shows such as The Don Lane Show, The
Graham Kennedy Show and The Ernie Sigley
Show, plus a lot of drama like The Sullivans which
was peaking at the time. Michael was also
passionate about sports and so was involved in a lot
of sports shows as well. In 1981 Michael moved to
Grundy’s as a Producer of shows, including the
first shot 360 approach - which means you see the
Michael Whyte
audience and all the set that is involved in the
show. He later spent some time working for Grundy’s in the UK producing shows for the BBC
involving quiz contestants from 15 countries, before returning to Australia with Grundy’s.
Michael had many fascinating and entertaining stories about various personalities and characters
involved in the television industry, along with the challenges in producing successful and
enduring free to air commercial television content in the light entertainment space. That first shot
360 approach to TV light entertainment which Michael undertook has successfully paved the
way for so many similar shows. Michael told us about “The Price is Right” hosted by Ian Turpie
which used to be recorded at Festival Hall in Melbourne. Michael also recalled his thrill at
various times meeting some of host Don Lane’s movie star friends from the US when visiting
Australia and The Don Lane Show, including Vincent Price and Sammy Davis Junior.
Michael concluded his presentation to the Club by conducting a challenging ten question quiz
drawn from the “Hot Seat” of a few weeks ago, with equal winners being Sue Osborne and
Rosemary Waghorne. Congratulations to those potential “Hot Seat” winners should they care to
give the real “Hot Seat” a go.

Speaker and Activities Program

Social Event: Casual Meeting and Dance Evening
No Meeting
Speaker: Barry Richardson, “Finals Football”
Speaker: Liz Rodriguez, “A Young Person’s Perspective on Rotary”
Peter Barclay will talk about the Auto Classico along with more speakers talking about other
Maling Road Activities

Sunday Market 7am – 1pm

August 20 - Edward Gwee, Bill Granger/John McCaskill, Rosemary Waghorne/Annette Brownscombe
August 27 - John Braine, Graham Bishop, Chris James/Kathleen Stapleton
September 3 - Brian Bloomer, Lili-Ann Kreigler, Rosemary Waghorne/Ted Wagehorne
Contact Tony Simpson for all roster changes and requests, Home 9417 3995, Mob 0488 380 899
Please be on time as if you are late, our Club pays $50 penalty for each half hour or part thereof.
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President’s Message
At last Monday night’s meeting we had another amazing guest speaker, Michael Whyte, who entertained everyone with the inside
stories of television.

Together We Connect Conference

Last Sunday, several members of our club attended a District Event, “Together, we connect” conference at Trinity College, Kew Bill Granger, Graham Bishop, Carmela Dimasi, Nora Ley and John McCaskill,
Bill has put together a report on the event. He has suggested that the club needs to become more involved in Social Media and
encourage a new generation of Rotarians to continue with the amazing work of Rotary.
It is incredible to imagine that through the efforts of just a handful of individuals initiated by Paul Harris back in 1905, Rotary now
reaches out to 160 countries, with a membership of over 1.2 million. Unfortunately, many of those members are older, including
your own Club President, and, as a result, Rotary needs the support of younger people to continue its work.
If any Club member wishes to participate in the “Future of Rotary”, or has any ideas or suggestions, please contact Bill Granger on
0419 374 797 or President Elect, Steve Wylie, on 0420 204 211.

The Aussie Pride Badge Program

As many are aware, the Aussie Pride Badge Program is moving forward, thanks to the superhuman efforts of Graham Bishop. If
any members wish to help Graham in this project that provides much needed funds for our Club, I would encourage you to speak to
Graham and offer him your assistance.

The CHANCES Scholarship Program

Boroondara Cares through its CHANCES Scholarship Program supports talented
and motivated young people to overcome barriers to educational success. Carmela
Dimasi, John McCaskill and I attended a celebration at Swinburne of the tenth
year of the CHANCES Program. This was a real eye opener. We had several
present and past participants speak, and the results were simply amazing. The MC
for the night was one such past recipient, Richard Jackson-Gorse, who has
reached amazing heights both academically and with his own “not for profit”
projects.
We had a year 7 student, Emelia, who talked about her change from primary
school where she felt isolated, to now where through CHANCES she feels
extremely comfortable, confident and accepted.
One of the speakers, Suzi Young, from Think Impact, has undertaken a study of the project and has determined that for every dollar
put in there is a return to the community of between $12 and $17 dollars.

The Casual Meeting and Dance Evening

This is a further and final reminder of the Canterbury Rotary Club's Partners and Friends event on Sunday 20th August instead of
our usual meeting on Monday 21st. This Casual Meeting and Dance Evening will simply be a fun night of entertainment with the
opportunity to learn a few simple dance moves for those who want to participate.
You can pay the $20pp on the night, but please notify me on 0425 746 991 or Karin Simpson on 0425 741 006 as soon as possible.
Rob

Boroondara Cares CHANCES Golf Day

I am delighted to announce a Golf Day is to be held to raise funds to provide opportunities for young people under the Boroondara
Cares CHANCES program. This will be a great opportunity for all Rotarians and others to participate in a Golf Day on this
picturesque and interesting golf course.
Boroondara Cares CHANCES Scholarship Program has a proven and exciting track record in supporting financially disadvantaged,
talented and motivated young people between the ages of 12 and 25 years who attend a state secondary or tertiary institute and live
or study in Boroondara.
Our recipients have found that the scholarship not only means financial support but it also means that others
have faith in their ability to achieve educationally. As one student wrote in their mid year evaluation: " I have
definitely been empowered this year for the reason that the CHANCES Scholarship has let me know that people
believe in my academic ability which gives me the excitement to excel. Without this generous support I would
simply not have had the funds to buy the vital equipment which I need to continue my education such as MYKI
cards, texts and computer support. The CHANCES Scholarship has given me the ambition and has empowered
me to do extremely well and with the funding to support this ambition I couldn't ask for anything more.”
Full details of the event are also attached and we invite those who are unable to participate in the golf on the day
to consider a sponsorship or a donation. There are 126 spaces and we hope that all Rotary Clubs and friends will
help ensure a successful day Should you have any further questions please call me on 0419 018 901.
Noel Halford
Director of Club Service, Rotary Club of Hawthorn

Rotary members, Cluster Members, Partners and Friends
are cordially invited to our

Casual Meeting and Dance Evening
on Sunday, 20th August
6.30pm for 7.00pm start until 9.30pm
at Chambly Hall
405 Camberwell Road, Camberwell
Cost is $20 per person
Finger Food will be served
BYO drinks
Please RSVP Karin Simpson
0425 741 006
by Monday, 14 August,
and pay on the night
or book through Trybooking link below:
https://www.trybooking.com/301536

Our guest speakers RJ and Ali –
two enthusiastic young dance instructors
who operate a Dance Studio called Dance4Life
will speak about their interesting dance journey
and communicate the benefits of dance and music
in our daily lives.
There will be a dance performance
and an opportunity for everyone to participate.

Boroondara Cares Foundation

CHANCES GOLF DAY
Box Hill Golf Club, Melbourne
On Monday, 23rd October, 2017 the Boroondara Cares Foundation
will celebrate the CHANCES Scholarship Program’s 10th
Anniversary with :-

A GOLF DAY AT THE BOX HILL GOLF CLUB
Chair of Boroondara Cares Board, Elida Brereton, explained:
“It is impossible to not be happy when I hear from students who have received
a CHANCES scholarship about the difference this has made to their academic
results, their self esteem, and in fact to their lives.
As Chair of Boroondara Cares Foundation it gives me pleasure to observe
measurable and uplifting outcomes for students rewarded for their
perseverance and positive attitude despite financial constraints; a CHANCES
scholarship does change lives.”

Date: Monday 23 October
Time: 11.00AM
Location: Box Hill Golf Club
Street: 202 Station St, Box Hill South VIC 3128
Cost: $95.00
The above includes light refreshments being available prior to
the event followed by dinner in the club dining room.
Booking Contact Details:
Noel Halford
0419 018 901
noelhalford@gmail.com

Boroondara Cares Foundation
333 Swan Street, Richmond, 3121
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