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President’s Message
The shipwreck of the Cataraqui off the south-west coast of King Island on 4th August 1845 was
Australia's worst ever maritime civil disaster with 400 people dying. Only nine survived, of
which eight were crew and one was an immigrant: Solomon Brown who lost his wife, Ruth, as
well as all his four children.
Few of us had ever heard of the Cataraqui and so
our guest speaker, Marjorie Morgan, held us
mesmerised with the story of the disaster.
Marjorie’s book about this shipwreck won the
Wilkie Literary Award for the best non-fiction book
written in Australia in 1986. She also told us of her
work as a volunteer in the Public Records Office of
Victoria from which she wrote another book on the
original Melbourne cemetery near the site of the
Queen Victoria Market from 1837 to 1922.
Marjorie was awarded an Order of Australia Medal
in 1994 for service to deaf children and community
history. She became a Paul Harris Fellow in 1997
and was involved in a Rotary project in Zambia for
five years.
To assist Marjorie with fund raising for her
continued support of deaf and blind children,
members are asked to bring any second hand books
to Club meetings up until 16th March. Bill Granger
will collect these to pass on to Marjorie.

Marjorie Morgan

Brett Riley confidently presented his Member Behind the Badge talk. He explained how he
represented our District as a Rotary Youth Exchange student to Germany in 2010, and then how
he returned to co-found a group called Rotex D9800 for returned Rotary Youth Exchange
students. Brett became President of Rotex D9800 in its second year, where he ran a conference
and weekend camps for outbound and inbound Rotary Youth Exchange students. Read more
about Rotex D9800 later in the Bulletin. Brett plans to become a teacher and is keen to focus on
the youth area within our Club. He takes on the role as Youth Service Chairman for the two
months while Sue Clifford is away on long service leave. Everyone could see the passion Brett
has for his involvement as a Rotarian. He is such an great asset to our Club.

Speaker and Events Program
Monday Feb 2
Monday Feb 9
Monday Feb 16

Speaker: Dr. Julia Walsh, Coach of Athletes with an Intellectual Disability, Chair: Steve Wylie
“Believing in potential - coaching athletes to extend their reach”
Speaker from the Asylum Resource Centre (ASRC), Chair: TBA
“The ASRC provides aid, advocacy and health services for asylum seekers in Australia”
Speaker: Susan Biggar, author of “The Upside of Down”, Chair: TBA
“Susan will talk on her family’s journey with two sons that have Cystic Fibrosis”

Sunday Market 7am – 1pm
February 1 - Brett Riley, Ross Merolli, Jenni Nankervis
February 8 - Bill Nankervis, Michael Chong, Kyle Wightman
February 15 - David Zrna, Andrew Mastrowicz, Rob Simpson
February 22 - Graeme Hindhaugh, Doug Hawley, Lili-Ann Kreigler
Contact Tony Simpson for all roster changes and requests, Home 9417 3995, Mob 0488 380 899
Please be on time as if you are late, our Club pays $50 penalty for each half hour or part thereof
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President’s Message - Continued
Rotarian Matt Miller has become the newest member of our Club when he was inducted at our
last meeting. Matt has a wealth of experience to offer our Club and spoke to us about how he is
keen to become involved in both international and local projects. He received a very warm
welcome from our members.
We were very pleased to have the representative of the Girl Guides Association in Boroondara,
Merilyn Cunningham, join us for our last meeting. Merilyn is keen to partner with our Rotary
Club to bring benefits to both our organisations. Brett and Sue had a great deal to discuss,
following on from our meeting with the Rover Scouts last week.
Our project in Nepal instigated by our member, Josh Fergeus, is underway. We have
transferred $1,000 to Kathmandu to enable children to commence their education. We look
forward to hearing reports of the details of the recipients.

Matt Miller

Following the mailout by Val Cunniffe's team to some 6,000 Australian schools last week,
orders are rolling in for our Aussie Pride badge. The supply of the new 30mm badges has been
arranged by Graham Bishop, ready to be distributed to our Federal Parliamentarians as a result
of Bob Falconer's efforts. Well done everyone.

Please contact Michael Chong if you can assist with the twilight cinema for Interchange Inner-east on Friday, 20th February.
After the break for Australia Day, we look forward to hearing from Michael next Monday. He is the captain of the Victorian State
Men's basketball team for athletes with an intellectual disability. He will be joined by the team's coach, Julia Walsh. See you there.
Peter

Rotex D9800: “Supporting our great young people”
Rotex is a group run by returned exchange students from the Rotary Youth Exchange program.
They act as mentors and prepare the next generation of Outbounds for their year abroad, whilst
also hosting events for Inbounds. In addition, Rotex also fulfills Rotary’s primary goal of ’service
above self’ like any Rotary Club by donating funds to charity.
The Rotex mission is to provide first-hand knowledge to prospective Outbound students before
departure, onging support during their year, and to guide them smoothly after the transition back
into Australian lifestyle on return.
Rotex also provides a set of structured activities for Inbound students. Beyond social benefits,
these are necessary for Inbounds to discuss challenges and strategies which one frequently
encounters on a daily basis when communicating across cultures.

www.rotex9800.org
Brett Riley
talking about Rotex in his Member
Behind the Badge presentation

The Next Speaker - Dr. Julia Walsh
Dr. Julia Walsh is the Head Coach of the Victorian State Men's Team for Athlete's with an intellectual disability. The Team
competes in the Australian championships in February. Julia’s presentation looks at the synergistic relationship between coach and
athletes as they work together to achieve success as people, athletes, and representatives of the Victorian Basketball Community.

Special Outside Broadcast from the Boroondara Farmers Market
The Rotary & Community Service Show is doing a Special Live Outside Broadcast from the
Boroondara Farmers Market on Saturday 31st January from 9:00 to 11:00 AM. The Show host
will be Neil Butler from 3WBC with the support of Ian Salek AG D9800 and our David Proud.
So come along to the Farmers Market at Patterson Reserve, Auburn Road, Hawthorn East
(Melway 59 E4), or if you can’t get to the Market, then listen to the live broadcast on 3WBC
Whitehorse Boroondara Radio 94.1FM.

