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Australian Rules Football
Historyand Legends
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developed as a response to mientified need within the Aged Care sector.
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Rotary Club of Canterbury has pleasure in offering you this booklet, designed

to promote conversation, recollection and engagemeamtthose who are in

isolation and without their usual social activities.

The booklets have been designed for people in an aged care residence, village
or at home to read by themselves, or to have a family or staff member share
the booklet with them.

You @n download this and other booklets from the Rotary Club of Canterbury
website (vww.canterburyrotary.org

Source references for this book are held at the Rotary Club of Canterbury.
Contactpresident@aterburyrotary.orgor further details.

Material in this book was reproduced in accordance with Section 113F of the
Copyright Act (1968).
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Hi
My name is Sue.

| am a friend of a member of the Rotary Club
of Canterbury in Melbourne, Australia.

| reseached and wrote this bod&t for those
of you who enjoy Australian Rules Football
and would like to rea@ short history of the
gameand the legendary footballers who
played it.

Hope you enjoy it!

Sue
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Football History

Invented in Melbourne in the late 1850s the
game was initially known as Melbourne or
Victorian rules football. The game was a
combination of various football rules that
were used in English public (independent)
schools.
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How Football Started in Melbme

A letter byTom Wills
was published in

. StftQa [ A W
& Sporting Chronicldl
on 10 July 1858, |
calling forda foot-
ball club, a rifle club,
or other athletic
pursuits to keep
cricketers fit during
wintere.

An experimentamatch was played on the
Richmond Paddock (later know as Yarra Park
next to the MelbourneQricket Gound [MCG)

on 31 Jul.858 \ery few details of the match
survived.
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An Early Match

On 6 August 1858, a famous match between
Melbourne Grammar School aigtotch

College began, umpired by TW Wills and John
Macadam.

The two teamsplayedl 2 WIF INBESR NH
were not recorded.Each side fielded 40
players.

The two schools have competed annually ever
since.
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An Early Match

This first match between the two private
schools is séeamous in the football world that
a statue commemorating this game can be
found inthe park around the MCG.
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Development of Australia Football

The first match the BstralianFootball League
(AFL) @mmission identified as a direct
precursor of Australian football wasmatch
held an July 311858

The 1879 Melbourne
Football Club team.
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Development oRules; Season 1

On May 141859, the Melbourne Football
Club orgarsed a game of football to stathe
new season. Due to not enough Melbourne
Football Club players turning up, others were
allowed to playjncluding someplayers wo
hailed from Irelandvho were more used to
playing Gaelic football.

Two Issues arosguring the gamespectators
encroaching on the field and the rules.

=

A match in 184
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Development of RulesSeason 1

The problem with the rules was that there
were nane agreed.Therewere thosewho
wanted to kick and catch the ball and others
who did not want any hands useand yet
others who wanted to hold the ball and run.

Following the
May 14, 1859
game, he
match
captains
recapped
afterwards
and decided
that
Australian

] men came
from different backgrounds and that
Australian football needed its own rules.
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Development of RulesSeason 1

A meeting of theMelbourne Football Club
committee revisedthe 1858rules

Melbourne'srules werenot immediately
adopted by neighbouring clubk the 1858
season and later, if both clubs did not use the
same rules thenatch was played by common
rules agreed by the two teamb 1860, after
changes and agreement from other clubs,
common set ofules "Victorian Rules of
Football"were agreed.
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