Canterbury Tales

Rotary Club of Canterbury
PO Box 314 Canterbury VIC 3126
Website: www.canterburyrotary.org
facebook: www.facebook.com/CanterburyRotary
Twitter: https://twitter.com/rccanterbury1
President - Doug Hawley
Mob: 0411 100 776
president@canterburyrotary.org

Volume 31 – Issue 22 – 24 November 2016
Meeting

Mondays 6:00pm for 6:30pm
Basscare Centre,
2 Rochester Rd, Canterbury
Unless otherwise stated in Diary

Register for Meeting

Guests and Club Members can
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rotaryclubofcanterbury@gmail.com
Advise Gerry of a long absence
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Fridays 6pm to 8pm

3WBC
94.1 FM
The Aussie Pride Badge
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Monday November 28
Monday December 5
Monday December 12
Monday December 19

‘A Prescribed Life’

Whilst there was an element of the medical theme of the previous few weeks, last week’s
speaker, Tony Atkinson, presented a highly entertaining series of anecdotes in response to
questions from Lynn Smailes, who assisted Tony to write his autobiography. Tony spoke of his
early life working as a footman for Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace; as a waiter for
Prime Minister Churchill at 10 Downing Street; his professional life as a GP locum in rural
Australia; and as an anaesthetist at the Margaret Street Clinic in Moonee Ponds.
Tony was born in London in 1929. His father, also a
doctor, occupied a substantial part of the family home
with his practice - the dining room doubled as a waiting
room for patients during the day. Tony spent his early
years in a baby cage suspended from the window of the
family home. He assured us that it caused him no harm
– he had a roof over his head and plenty of things to see
around him.
At age 11, Tony was evacuated from London during
World War II. After the war, he studied medicine at
Guy’s Hospital and was a member of the student boxing
team. While he was studying, Tony worked as a casual
waiter and a footman both at the Palace and at
10 Downing Street with Prime Minister Churchill.
Palace footmen had three liveries for use on different
occasions. Tony spoke of needing a ‘dresser’ to help
don the very heavy state livery, which was ornately
decorated and had three linings. He told us of the three
miles of underground passages at Buckingham Palace
Tony Atkinson
and how easy it was to get lost there.
Tony said that at state banquets at the Palace there were traffic lights to alert the serving staff
when to serve meals to the seated guests (when the Queen and Prince Philip had started) and
when to remove the plates (when the Queen and Prince Philip had finished) - regardless of
whether the guest had finished or not.
Tony has a knack for being in the right place at the right time. He was on duty on Coronation
Day in 1953, hearing the Queen say ‘There is no going back now’ on her way to Westminster
Abbey; and Prince Philip warning her not to drop the Orb as she returned to the palace, still
dressed in full regalia.
Time keeping was an obsession at the palace, such that a stopwatch was used to ensure that
everything ran on time. Whenever he questioned any aspect of work as a footman, Tony was told
that it was ‘tradition’, but he was pleased that Prince Philip was able to do away with some
traditions and modernise palace life.

Speaker and Activities Program

Annual General Meeting
Speaker: Evan Tattersall, “Melbourne Metro Tunnel”, Chair: Ian Mellett
Speaker: Andrew Kelly, “Yarra River Keeper”, Chair: TBA
”The Christmas Party”

Christmas and New Year Break from 20 December 2016 to 15 January 2017
Monday January 16

New Year BBQ at Canterbury Gardens

Sunday Market 7am – 1pm

November 27 - Roger Taylor, David Chudasko, Sue Osbourne/Bill Granger
December 4 - Ian Mellett, Chris Mellett, Lachlan Wheelhouse Knight
December 11 - Cathie Macmillan, David Zrna, Kathleen Stapleton/Chris James
Contact Tony Simpson for all roster changes and requests, Home 9417 3995, Mob 0488 380 899
Please be on time as if you are late, our Club pays $50 penalty for each half hour or part thereof.
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‘A Prescribed Life’ - continued
In one anecdote Tony told of an Irishman who managed to find a place to live in the
generally forbidden rooms of the palace. He was discovered when he sent his mother in
Ireland a letter on palace letterhead to tell her he had ‘changed his address’.
While the Queen was conscious of scarcities after World War II and, consequently, banquets
were somewhat abstemious, food at 10 Downing Street was much more elaborate. Tony told
of having his sister fit plastic pockets on the inside of his waiter’s tailcoat, where he could
secrete leftover delicacies, such as lobster. On one occasion he was not called to work for
five weeks and came back to find an uproar about the smell, ostensibly of the drains at
Number 10, only to find a very malodorous lobster in his tailcoat pocket which he had
forgotten. He tried, unsuccessfully, to flush it down the lavatory, adding to the problem when
it became stuck and caused the pan to overflow, so finally he threw the lobster out the
window into the rose garden.
Waiters received the princely sum of 17 shillings and sixpence for a night’s work at Number
10; and slightly more working at the palace, but the shifts were very long there. In contrast to
today, there was very little security at either the Palace or Number 10, with a simple letter of
appointment sufficient to gain entry.
Tony and his wife Terri, and their young family arrived in Australia in 1962 aboard the
Canberra, which co-incidentally is the same ship that brought our club member, Sue
Osborne and her family to Australia.
Tony’s autobiography ‘A Prescribed Life’ was written with Lynn Smailes as manuscript editor and writing mentor, and published
by Affirm Press. The book draws on a rich fund of amusing and quirky anecdotes about his fascinating life.

President’s Message
Last Monday night we were privileged to hear from Dr Tony Atkinson who told us of his story about being a footman and waiter in
Buckingham Palace and at Number 10 Downing Street when Winston Churchill was there in the early 1950s while he was
obtaining his medical qualifications. Having been one of many people standing outside these major tourist attractions, it was great
to also get a glimpse of their inside and operation.
This month our District Governor Neville has written a very good article on the relevance of Rotary in the Networker of our
District 9800. I have copied it below and you can download the whole publication by this link - the Networker Issue 10. Please
have a read. It is inspiring and contains very good arguments which can assist in attracting more people to become members and
friends of our Rotary Club of Canterbury.

The Relevance of Rotary - The District Governor’s November Message

There are no barriers in Rotary – not age, gender, ethnicity, religion or any other kind. Rotary has and always will be a
values, vocationally based organisation that joins together people from diverse backgrounds, to exchange ideas and take
action. During my visits to clubs I see the faces of the world sitting at our club meetings, representing many cultures,
religions, age groups and so on. The youngest inductee to D9800 this year is 19 years of age, and the oldest, many times
more than that. Rotary is relevant to people of all ages.
Stephanie Woollard and Khurram Khan are just two examples of young Rotarians who have found that Rotary is
enormously relevant to their lives. They belong to clubs that have been around many years, whose members encourage,
mentor and support them to be the best they can be. So here are a couple of things that you should be aware of that these two
Rotarians are involved in which Rotary is supporting.

Stephanie Woollard - Rotary Day at the United Nations – 2016
As reported in last edition , Melbourne Rotary member Stephanie Woollard is one of six
individuals world wide to be honored at the Rotary Day at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York on 12 November 2016. The theme for the awards is “Business and Rotary
Serving Humanity” and the event is entitled, Responsible Business, Resilient Societies with
the feature being the Rotary Responsible Business Awards. An audience of 1,350+
participants will be in attendance including Rotary members and guests and non-Rotary
affiliated participants, with a Global audience via livestream viewing. The key message is
that Rotary provides the intersection of commerce and cause, and that as a business owner;
you can be both socially conscious and profitable.
Stephanie will be part of a breakout spotlight on Women, Enterprise and Development.
Understanding that successful and sustainable economic development must involve women
and girls, this session addresses the key steps for implementation in developed and
developing countries. The session participants include, Moderator: Suraj Bhatia, (Rotary
Representative to the United Nations/ New York); UN Expert: Meg Jones, (Chief,
Economic Empowerment, UN Women); Business Expert: Dr. Ketki Shah, (Program
Director, Women Empowerment, Share and Care Foundation); and Rotary Responsible
Business Honoree: Stephanie Woollard, (Rotary Club of Melbourne, Melbourne).
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President’s Message - continued
Next Monday is the Rotary Club of Canterbury Annual General Meeting, where we elect the board to lead us in the 2017-18 Rotary
year. We have an outstanding Rotary Club and I know President Elect Rob Simpson is looking forward to the continued enthusiasm
of members in our fund raising work, our service projects, the speakers program and our social activities.
Doug

The Canterbury Rotary Lunchers
The next lunch will be at the Rotary Lunchers favourite Malaysian Restaurant - “Jazz Ria”,
228 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn on Wednesday 30th November at the usual time of 12:30pm.
A great little restaurant with authentic Malaysian flavours - this is a gem and the lunch time specials
are a tasty bargain. For example, you could have a two course warming winter lunch of spicy ’Hot
and Sour’ soup followed by Kantan chicken - boneless breaded and fried in a sweet sauce with just a
slight hint of ginger to give it the faintest amount of heat. Jazz Ria is not licensed, so BYO.
Please let David Zrna know if you are coming david.zrna@canterburyrotary.org or 0467 033 092.

The Christmas Party
DATE
WHERE
COST
BOOKING

Monday 19th December 2016
David Robinson’s home,
1/4A Gascoyne Street, Canterbury
$25 per head, BYO drinks
As this will be a catered event, we will need
numbers and payment at least a week prior to the
Christmas Party.

The Maling Road KristKindl Festival
The Maling Road KristKindl Festival is on next Friday 2nd December and our Club will be assisting with the alcohol tent, the
Santa tent, and supervising the Animal Farm and the Grand Prix slide. We need five Club members or friends from 2:00 pm to set
up street furniture, and seven Club members and friends for each hour from 3:45 pm at start until 9:30 pm at pack up. If you have
not contacted me already and are able to volunteer some of your time to this most worthwhile event, please phone me.
Graham Bishop
0412 154 540

